
‘DAYLILIES UNDER THE BIG TOP’ 
AHS Region 3’s SUMMER MEETING 

June 19 - 21, 2020 
 

Paulette Miller, Regional Chair 
 
You are invited to  ‘Daylilies Under the Big Top’, ADS 
Region 3’s 2020 Summer Meeting hosted by the 
Richmond Area Daylily Society. We will wow you with 
beautiful plantings of daylilies and other perennials. 
 
Our tour and open gardeners are working hard to 
make the 2020 regional a very memorable experience 
for everyone. In peak bloom, the gardens  will be a 
site to see. You will be free to visit our gardens at your 
pace in any order you wish by car or carpooling on 
Saturday June 20th and Sunday June 21th. Viewing 
times are shown in the program.   
 
Our “Host Garden” and the center of much activity, 
including registration, will be the garden of John and 
Mary Ferrell, located in Mechanicsville, VA, just 
minutes from the Sheraton hotel and Cold Harbor 
Battlefield.  
 
Also on tour will be the gardens of Larry, Paulette, and 
Michael Miller and Lee Payne. The Miller’s garden, 
Small World Gardens, is a hybridizer’s garden 
featuring many seedlings and even more registered 
daylilies. It is located in Chester, VA.  
 

 
Small World Gardens 
(Photo by Michael Miller)  
 
Lee Payne’s garden displays a wide variety of new and 
old daylilies that provides a living record of how 
daylilies have evolved over the years. Lee’s garden is 
in North Chesterfield. 
 
Tour and Open Garden addresses and viewing times 
will be detailed in our program. Exhibition and  
Garden Judges’ clinics will be offered. For program  
details go to www.AHSregion3.org.  

 
The “Ladies of RADS” are busy gathering  items for the 
boutique. There will also be vendors, including Bob 
Solberg of Green Hill Hostas. In addition, all Region 3 
clubs are being asked to contribute a basket that will 
be raffled. The club that contributes the basket 
receiving the most tickets will win $300. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, there will be a brief business 
meeting in the tent open to all Region 3 members. A 
Happy Hour will follow. Please bring snacks to share. 
During this time, you will have an opportunity to 
participate in a daylily exchange. If you bring a $50+ 
daylily, you will be eligible to select a daylily of equal 
value or more from the exchange table.  
 
After the Happy Hour and daylily exchange, a buffet 
dinner and dessert will be served by Brocks Barbeque. 
Jamie Gossard will be the dinner speaker. The basket 
raffle will follow. We will close the day with the live 
auction.  
  

 
Small World ‘Fire in the Hole’ 
(Photo by Jerry Bange) 
 
The registration fee is $75. The Four Points by 
Sheraton Richmond Airport hotel is just 15 minutes 
from the Ferrell Garden. The daily rate is $109 plus 
tax. Be sure to mention Code DA1482 when making 
your reservation. The deadline to book a room at the 
reduced rate is 6/8/2020. 
 
I am looking forward to sharing this year’s Regional 
with all of you. See you all soon “Under the Big Top”.  
 
Paulette Miller 

http://www.ahsregion3.org/


 
 
 

HOST GARDEN 
 
John and Mary Ferrell    
6210 Cold Harbor Rd,  
Mechanicsville VA  
 
The regional will be hosted by John and Mary Ferrell 
who live on 14 acres in the midst of where the historic 
Battle of Cold Harbor was fought in 1864.   

 

 

The Ferrell’s purchased their home in 2009 and 
someone suggested they try growing daylilies on a 
difficult front hill.   They started with just 25 clumps 
of daylilies that were divided into single fans.  Weeds 
would not grow on that hill, but the hardy daylilies 
thrived.   The next spring they planted another 200 
single fans mix of old yellow cultivars and some ICE 
CARNIVAL.  The Ferrells then discovered JACK 
RANDALL and realized that daylilies were not just 
hardy, but they were also beautiful and came in a 
multitude of colors.  This started their obsession with 
daylilies and now they have thousands. 

 

 

 

If you have any interest in the Civil War, Cold Harbor 
is good place to visit.  The Ferrell home is near the 
Cold Harbor Battlefield which is open to the public 
and free of charge.  Here you can relive history as you 
walk through the actual site where Ulysses S. Grant 
and Gen. Robert E. Lee battled it out.  It was a great 
but short lived victory for the South.  Also nearby is 
the Cold Harbor National Cemetery which houses the 
remains of over 2000 Union soldiers. 



TOUR GARDENS 

 SMALL WORLD GARDENS  
Larry, Paulette, and Michael Miller 
16204 Mistoria Road, Chester VA 
 

 

Visitors are in for a wonderful experience at Small 
World Gardens.  The Millers have packed a lot into 
their garden.  The front yard is filled with hundreds of 
the newest daylily cultivars from many different 
hybridizers.  As you travel into their backyard you will 
see not only daylilies but multitudes of hostas and a 
pretty pond.  The best part of the garden though is 
the seedling bed in the back.  It is hard not to feel the 
“Wow” factor as you walk through the wide variety of 
seedlings that they are working on. 

 

LEE PAYNE’S BACKYARD GARDEN 
1430 Schloss Rd. 
N. Chesterfield VA  

Lee’s garden in N. Chesterfield is filled with around 
1500 varieties of daylilies – Lee loves all daylilies, but 
her favorites are miniatures and spiders.  In addition 
to daylilies Lee has a love for hostas, some of which 
were transported from her Mom’s house in 
Maryland. 

Visitors will enjoy seeing all the perennials that share 
Lee’s garden with a rabbit, duck, deer, and hippo. And 
Lee welcomes guests to feel free to dead head or pull 
a weed if they have the urge. 

 

 

 

 

OPEN GARDENS 

WOODHENGE GARDENS 
 Jim Murphy & Margo Reed 
 3191 Plank Rd.  
North Garden, Va. 
 

 

 
 
If you have the opportunity, you definitely should take 
the time to visit Woodhenge Gardens in North Garden 
Virginia.  Jim Murphy and Margo Reed’s garden is as 
lovely as their love story.  They met at a Daylily 
regional meeting in 1993 and have been together ever 
since.  In 2001 they purchased the land for Woodhenge 
Gardens – the main criteria for the garden was good 
soil and they inspected potential sites with shovel in 
hand.  Jim and Margo are both amazing hybridizers 
and their primary hybridizing goals have been in tall, 
large, unusual form, and spider daylilies, with good 
plant habits and hardiness.  They have six new 
introductions this spring 
 



JERRELL/CASHION GARDEN 
Randy Cashion & Ellie Jerrell 
3901 Lintz Lane,  
Midlothian, VA  
 

 
 
Ellie and Randy call their garden “a small slice of 
heaven in suburbia”.  With the gazebo and koi ponds 
it is a lovely quiet place.  Ellie’s dad David Jerrell was 
the one who got them interested in daylilies and they 
has been adding them to their garden ever since.  Ellie 
loves miniature daylilies and Randy loves spiders.  
Together they have a colorful mix of 275 historic and 
new daylily varieties.  Miniatures and spiders are their 
favorites and you will see those featured in the 
garden.  David Kirchhoff and Dan Hansen are two of 
their favorite hybridizers and they have inspired 
Randy who is just getting into hybridizing. 

 
 

RUTLEDGE GARDEN 
Leo & Pam Rutledge 
1519 Westshire Lane 
Henrico VA 

 

Leo’s late wife, Pamela (Pam) Moore Rutledge, 
started this daylily garden in the mid- seventies.   

Pam hybridized and registered over a dozen daylilies, 
most of them in honor of The King of Rock and Roll, 
Elvis.  The Memphis Area Daylily Society heard about 
her Elvis collection and purchased it for display at the 
Memphis Botanical Garden. 

Pam sadly passed away in 2017 after a courageous 
battle with cancer, however, Leo continues to honor 
Pam with an open garden held every June with plants 
available to take away.  Any monies offered for them 
are donated to cancer charities and Leo matches 
whatever is given. 

 

 

 


